
Bill has been a Piscataway homeowner for over 
20 years, and he and his wife Staci are proud to 
be raising their children in a community as 
diverse, caring, and kind as Piscataway. His two 
sons are both thriving in Piscataway’s public 
schools.

Bill served on the Piscataway Board of 
Education for two terms, from 2013-2019, and 
from 2014 – 2017 he was honored to serve as 
the Board President. 

During his time as President of the Board, Piscataway earned numerous awards, 
including the National School Board Association’s Magna Award for the “You, I, 
We Inspire” effort. Bill’s leadership improved the fiscal capacity of the district to 
meet the community’s growing needs and he shepherded multiple progressive 
policies to improve the school-community connection, including launching a 
food justice initiative and expanding protections for LGTBQ students and 
undocumented students and staff. 

Bill was also a founding member of the Piscataway Progressive Democratic 
Organization, which he helped organize after the election of Donald Trump. He 
was also a volunteer coach for the Piscataway Little League, and his hobbies 
include fishing, powerlifting, classical piano, and chess. He holds a Bachelor of 
Arts from Rutgers University with dual majors in English and Political Science. He 
also holds a Master of Education in Social Studies Education from Rutgers 
Graduate School of Education. 

In addition to his experience teaching in the Plainfield Public School system, he 
has twenty years of experience working in the financial industry. Bill is 
committed to the promise of public service for public good and believes 
Piscataway’s future should work for all its residents.

Bill Irwin for Mayor



Kamuela “Nikki” Tillman is a long-time 
Township resident, a self-described 
“transplant from the East Orange/Newark 
area.” 

A single mother and a Special Education 
English teacher, Kamuela’s involvement with 
grassroots policy and advocacy has 
empowered her to take back her voice in 
the democratic process and to encourage

Kamuela Tillman for Council

accountability and political transparency among elected officials.

Kamuela was one of the plaintiffs in the Central Jersey Progressive 
Democrats’ ground-breaking lawsuit that ended gender ID and binary rules 
for County Committee people.  She ran successfully for County Committee 
in 2019 with her neighbor, Staci Berger, and the two made history as the 
first pair of women elected to represent their neighborhood in the 
Democratic Party.

The election of Donald Trump and her feeling "sick and tired of being sick 
and tired" with the lack of regard for the voices and concerns of 
constituents, motivated Kamuela to take action and join with like-minded 
residents to become actively, passionately, and politically involved.  

As Council member, she promises to be the voice of her constituents, spark 
change, and increase dialogue so that everyone is heard.



where he has been a leader on many issues, including creating a safe and 
welcoming environment for our students, ensuring transparency and 
openness in Board actions, smaller class sizes, equity in District hiring 
practices, innovative academic programs, and responsibility with taxpayer 
dollars.

He has served in a variety of volunteer capacities with school and civic 
organizations and is the CEO and Founder of the “Take Me Away 
Foundation,” a children’s charity program. A “Dynamic Dads” Parent Group 
Facilitator, Ralph was also a popular Piscataway Pop-Warner volunteer 
Football Coach. After he ran for Assembly in 2017, as part of the Central 
Jersey Progressive Democrats slate of challengers, he was told by 
Piscataway municipal officials he could no longer participate as a volunteer 
in Pop Warner. 

Ralph holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from West Virginia 
University, and a Master of Education in Administration and Supervision 
from Saint Peter’s College.

Ralph Johnson for Council

Ralph and his family have resided in 
Piscataway for nearly 20 years.  He is the 
married father of four children, including 
PHS graduates and two currently enrolled 
students. He is currently a Lieutenant for 
the Newark Law Enforcement Department, 
where he has served honorably for 24 years.

Ralph was recently re-elected to his third 
term on the Piscataway Board of Education,



Laura Leibowitz for Council

Laura has been a resident of Piscataway 
for over 15 years, and is the longest 
serving public school teacher at 
Piscataway High School.  As a teacher of 
and advocate for children with special 
needs, she values and practices open 
communication and transparency.

Laura is an active volunteer in the

community, previously serving on the boards of NJ District of Kiwanis 
International, AttachAvi Autism and Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple. 
She is also the assistant director of a summer camp for children with 
special needs, Camp Lee Mar. 

Married to Seth Leibowitz, and the proud mom of Emma, Taylin and 
Jonah, Laura won a very close election last year as her one of her 
neighborhood’s Democratic County Committee representatives. After a 
narrow loss in 2017, Laura ran again last year, knocking on doors and 
registering new voters.  She was a plaintiff in the CJPD lawsuit to end 
gender discrimination in County Committee races, and she carried her 
district after four provisional ballots were counted in her favor. 

Laura believes every vote should count and that all elected officials 
should be communicating about what is happening openly and 
honestly.


